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Oh Little Союп OF Bethlehem 


How 
2% Was 
Written 


On the day before Christmas, 1865, a young American preacher 

journeyed from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. That night he stood in the 

Fields where the shepherds hod watched over their flocks on a night of 
wonder long ago. 





The shepherds were still tending their flocks. As 

be watched, Philips Brooks, destined to become 

ene of the most beloved and famed of American 
clergymen, stirred with emotion. 


In his mind he looked back through the centuries to that other un: 
forgettable night. Three years later he was to perpetuate the beauty 
of the scene in an immortal Christmas carol. 


fiel, Bet 
night before Christmas, B 
1865, he thought of the N Y But it was not until the Christmas season of 1868 that 
song the angels sang so Brooks wrote the words of the carol that was to become 
as ago. > = so famous. Не wrote it for his Sunday school childre Iren. 
He called it “О Little Town of Bethlehem. 








WALT SCOTT'S 


hristmas Stories 
JEREMY GHR 


HERE 15 А SMALL ISLAND IN THE CREEK WHICH FLOWS 
THROUGH A DEEP RAVING. TWO TINY WELL-KEPT HOUSES 
= STAND AMONG THE BLUE SPRUCE TREES WHICH GROW 
THERE. IT IS'A BEAUTIFUL PLACE see г 





ur ALONE TIME THERE WAS NO ISLAND HERE-JUST A. 
ЕШ BARREN SPIT OF LAND ALONG THE CREEK. TWO SQUALID 
DR WAS LIKE ANY OTHER, TT WAS HERE THAT JEREMY 

ОММА WAS SENT BY THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMA 
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS TOLD МЕ I САМ 
= БЕ ру! ЕР 1 WEAR THE MAGIC 


LL 1 
Wa wie} ir YOU GREAT M NS ES TRY IT OUT ON $ 


IM! Y WORKS! ЦЕ WONDER WHAT; 


HM. 
, DOESN'T SEE МЕ ВОТ НЕ HE'D DO IF I=-, 
SEES MY TRACKS! 





AND THESE ARE THE CHARACTERS THE 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS DESCRIBED! 
HE SAID THE a ar 15 FLASH! 


$0 THis IS SLIPSHOD CREEK, 
HOME OF THE LAZY MENT THEIR, 
SHACKS LOOK LIKE THEY'RE 


READY TO FALL DOWN! INSTANT 


THE YELLOWTOP IS RU: 






HE INVISIBLE JEREMY'S MAGIC HAD 
BEGUN TO WORK. THE LAZY МЕМ 
WERE ALL CONFUSED» • 





THE OTHER ONE IS SUDDEN! AS LONG AS THEY 
Т SEE ME, I'LL HANG AROUND TILL THEY DISCOVE! 


TIRED OUT FROM GETTING 

к FIREWOOD! І РОТ THAT № 
FIREWOQD 
RIGHT HERE, 


BUT NOW, IT’S 
GONE! 





TTS NOT OUT HERE! X LOOK UP THERE! ОС 
HEY СОМЕ AND SEE ) ALL THE STUPID PLACES 
THESE STRANGE 70 PUT Е/гвИоор-- 


a FOOTPRINTS! 
THING 


OME 
WEIRD IS GOING 
— ON! 


THIS MAGIC STAR: 
GADGET THAT THE” 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 
GAVE ME REALLY GETS 

RESULTS! 
Cua 





EY, SUDDEN, SEE WHAT S Y 
LOGGING THE CHIMNEY | 
WHILE YOU'RE 
Р THERE! ТИЕ, 


SOMETHING VERY ODD 15 
GOING ON, SODDEN! OUR. J 
ROOF I$ LEAKING, TOO! 


А 


5”, 
тте 


THAT'S Y YEAH, BUT ЖОМ YOUR 
тек...) THATS RO! 
THE SMOKES Si 


ALUGONE! ТТЕР. 
HAVE A LOOK 
AT OUR HOUSE! 


JEREMY! YOU'RE OVERDOING THIS TOKE 

BUSINESS! HARASSING THESE HOPELESS 

ONES WILL NOT BRING TO THEM ANY FEEL: 
ING FOR CHRISTMAS! 


I HAVE ТОРО 

IT MY WAY! INE. 
GOT TO WAKE `EM 
Ша UP BOSS? — 


PATCHED ROOFS- 
VERY SPOOKY! 





I 
| 


ee 


ЕН LITTLE SPOOKY РЕМО) 


ONSTRATION FAILED! THEY у 


ACT LAZIGR THAM EVER! 


BETTER 
WE IN WITH OS, 
сори TILL Ме, 


T YOUR HOUSE 
c SA MER 


TTS SNOWING REAL HARD, 
INSTANT! WET,$O66/ SNOW! LET'S 
BRING IN THE FIREWOOD, JUST IN 


ЗО AGAIN JEREMY CAUSES THINGS т HAPPEN т 
ta J THE SHACKS! THIS TIME THE FOUR LAZY MEN 
HAD NO CHOICE BUT ТО SET BUSY. OD OU 


7 THANKS FOR HELPING US GET OUR. 
PLACE FIXED ОР! EVERYTHING'S 2) 
SNUG! WE'LL GET TO SN 
NOURS TOMORROW 


HE art (ang WAS IN Si 
BAD SHAPE TT HAD WAS UCH 


Е PROLI 
OF THEIR WORK AND HAD SCARCELY 
FINISHED WHEN IT BEGAN TO SNOW. 


EXT CUM THERE 
SUDDEN. 
aw 


DOOR! SNOW.MUST. 
у ВЕ MELTING! 
ITS А GOOD 
THING We GOT 


OUR HOUSES 
FIXED ОР SNUG! ^] 








FEW DAYS 
AFTER THE 


FLOOD IN LOOKITI TREES! 
weve NEVER HAD TREES 


CHRISTMAS! 
ead LREMEMBER! 





THEY LOOK 
(КЕ CHRIST- ju fes 
MAS TREES! Ду 





SURE LOOK FI ске): T T, SELDOM FAILS THAT WHEN SOMEONE'S: 
He meet WE SUA KEEP EM Т PLACE LOOKS NICE, SOMEONE ELSE WANTS Mow 
THAT WAY, TOO! 
Ано ANOTHER THING-- 
WE'RE GONNA FIX UP 
OUR CLOTHES 
AND TAKE 
BATHS! 


GOOD DAY, GENTLEMEN! THE UNSEEN 
LOVELY PLACE YOU, LEREMY 


HAND. ss- 





MEANWHILE, AT THE HOME OF- 
1 КОЗА AND. TER At THE DOOR 
— A 


X NAMES VELVET AND DEMANDS EOR 
I WANT S OH! 7 RIGHT NOW: 


(f 





THE INVISIBLE JEREMY GETS АМ” Ú 5 
IDEA INTO THE MIND OF RUS! 


SOMETHING SEEMED TO TELL ME TO 
DUMP THE HOT MUSH ON HIS AN DO THAT TO MI 
HEAD! 50005 THEY'RE 
АКО ALL WE SAID ASLEEP WE'LL GO-- 
WAS "Gr AND HE WHO'S THAT? 


IOURAGE AND PRIDE IN THEMSELVES AND 


се HOMES REPLACED THE FORMER. 
HOPELESSNESS OF THE LITTLE FOURSOME, 
JEREMY CHRISTMAS WAS WINNINGsee 


I CAN'T HELP WONDERING 
HOW ALL THESE BEAUTIFUL 





IDDEN! PICK UP THAT APPLE CORE! 
FOLAT I JUST SWEPT THERE! Е 


ТБ, fium 
ARGOT HRISTA тез аран Sika 
зы WHATSOEVER! ЕҚ pini. Е 


THEYRE 
THINKING THE 
RIGHT THOUGHTS! 


EREMY REPORTS У YOUVE WON! WHEN | / THE TREES MAKE THE ISL 
TOTHESPIRT | ПАНА ОЕ HOW MAY PLACE || LOOK EHRISTMASSVI 
OF CHRISTMAS sse) USED TO LOOK AND HOW 
SLOVENLY ITS PEOPLE МЕРЕ-ІТ5 AMAZING! 


I:JUST THOUGHT ID 
| TRY МУ HAND АТ SOME 
LOOKING FOR- COOKIES-- CHRISTMAS: 
WARD ТО ГТ! COOKIES! 





ТЕ WE COULD ONLY FIND SUDDEN! WHATS У NOW, WHO EVER HEARD 
OUT WHEN CHRISTMAS THE GREENERY Д OF CHRISTMAS WITHOUT 
IS--HEY, THESE ARENT FOR? FIR BOUGHS TO TRIM 
BAD! KG THE HOUSE WITH? 
LIKET SAID Wà 
THEY ARE ~ | 
CHRISTMAS ) | 


HERE WE'RE АЦ. TRIMME 
COOKIES MADE AND Wi 
WHEN CHRISTMAS IS! 


OUGHTA HAVE JGHOPPIN6 DOWN 
SCROBBED TILL THEY SHINE! A SRE ONE OF OUR NICE 


3 TRE < TREES, YO! 


I DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING ABOUT CHOP- 
PING ATREE DOWN --т ONLY 


SAID --- LEY FLASH ($ YELLING 
‘SOMETHING OUT THERE! 





LOOK. 
775 po па ЕРА АНЫ, 


Now WE KNOW? 2 


CR 








TES SMALL MEN GAZE IN AME AT 
REMYS GOLDEN STAR АТОР, 
: ими 
THERES SOMETHING’ 
SHINING АТ THE ТОР MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
OF OUR TREE! Z 


the music box 
" THO -e 






57 
Y 


6 


Аз» 
559% 
X 


D 
5 


NOR DID ANYONE KNOW THAT THIS 
ONE KNEW | THERE? 1 WILLCALL MUSIC BOX HAD TRAVELLED HALFWAY 
WAS INTHE HANDS | LADS MILL ве мс ) AROUND THE WORLD BEFORE iT SET- 
OF THE OLD TLED DOWN Бира Pere ANTIQUE 


AND TINSEL! 
AKER WHO HAD 
FASHIONED IT MANY, rH 
MANY YEARS AGO... = 2 n 





M "LL GNE IT Е MORE | 
«ЕЕ IH ЕН 
За, 158 СЕР ҚА ае need Your help? 
ЖЫРАУ | Holly, insel Jingle, will 
MEN 404 sing for 


КІ à 
WHAT WAS IT THAT FRIGHTENED 
MELVIN MOUSE? 










z BUT, SIR, 
THEY CANT-- 










TE 
\ ү HOLY NIGHT, 4⁄ 
AW ALLS BRIGHT... / 










THAT'S THE MOST BEAUTIFUL, 7 BUT, SPIRIT OF 
MUSIC I EVER HEARD, 's thi. ; CHRISTMAS, HOW 
MISTER SPIRIT! DO WE GET TO 
need, for ln the бо there.-find 
Valley of thé Small Ones 
š Something s very wrong! . 


THIS VALLEY?, 


OP THe SMALL ONE 
HUNGEI 


LET'S GO ASK OLD З ir WONT 
PACKARD RATTE JUST | HUPT TO 
Once MORE CHUCKER! TRY, BUT: 


y Ы 


WE COULD PAY YOU ВАСК 
COME SPRING! 


ГЕ =” 360 WANT x ME 
=] MAKE LIKE SANTA 





НЕ IS WITHOUT.A DOUBT THE MEANEST, || A ЈН Сао | LETS CALL ON 
THE MOST SELFISH, THE MOST-- 


EASY, CHUCKER, WELL MAKE 
OUT-- SOMEHOW, 16/55! THERE'LL BE NO 
STEALING! THERE'LL BE 
А WAT-THERES СОТ 
TO BE! 


HI, MELVIN! THE SINGING AWAKENED МЕ! REAL. 
PRETTY MUSIC! IT'LL CHEER UP THE VALLEY 
FOURS! HEAR TELL THEY Re RIGHT HUNGRY! 


JUST FOLLOW ME, FOLKS! 
ABOUT TIME FOR. A A SON 
ISN'T ITP 


WAIT!- TAKE THIS SACK OF АН! WHITAKER WEASEL! BROON WM 
FOOD--We WONT NEED IT! GAVE US THIS GRUB! GIVE IT TO WHOEVER 
WE'LL SLEEP TILL SPRING! NEEDS IT MOST! 

> | THAT'D BE MOST 


Г EVERYONE, EXCEPT OLD RATTE! 
ти SPREAD TA ТТ. қылы” 





SEEMS LIKE MOST ALL THE MAYBE WE 
FOOD IN THE VALLEY BELONGS WELL SING COULD TALK 
ТО PACKARD RATTE! THAT HIM OUT OF: 
HIS PLACE! SOME! 


ONE MORE "GOD REST 
то TECH AT 





GOLLY, THAT'S 
ейт MUSIC! 1) 


VECES 
SONGS ANP CLEAR OUT! 
I NEVER HAD CHRISTMAS £, 


- THAT STUFFS [Кеде 
(55% а 
2 50 GENER — 
WORMY! WHAT A 


T š nes ERI LOTS 
ACUTE КЕ POOR BUT 
S ЗАД mo ARE 


LIKE то But TVE | 


Sewa A Ġie 
e бст COMP NY I Z 





IM YOUR CONSCIENCE, PACKARD, OLD CHRISTMAS SONGS / 
САР I WAS JUST THINKING HOW КІСЕ WHAT DO THEY WANT Be OM 
IT W, 
HAD FRIENDS! FRIENDS! BAW! FOOD, OF COURSE! 
EVERYONE HATES МЕ- BUT THEY'D LIKE You 
< THERE.ĠOES THAT TO WANT TO GIVE 
ERIGI NC AGANI T TO THEM! 


WHAT'S THAT? TURN. 
D JM ра jou there / no hate ф € 
hems ofthe Valley 


ony ayo gone, 


Соо ри par 
ФУУ (d яри IREM +. 


AS HOEN BEDI А & there e 


IM HIS DRIED UP 15 RIGHT! YOU 
ane, 5) CONSCIENCE, беке BUT Ke You mg ace 
dius ee РОТА АЗА, USTEN! Е 
oes your бз) дебе zer THEY'RE SINGING "JOY TO 
you THE WORLD"! 





GET HEP TO YOURSELF J SUPPOSE, SUPPOSE! THEY CAN STILL LAUGH РАСКІЕ, 
OLD CHUM! SUPPOSE” 4 “WHY PO YOU HAFTA HUNGRY AS THEY AREY KNOW" 
YOU WERE OUT ТНЕРЕ\ BOTHER ME ALLA WHY P BECAUSE THEY HAVE 2) 
LOOKING IN! SUPPOSE ) TIME? MIGHT AS FRIENDS! WELL, SAY SOMETHING! 
YOUR STOMACH WAS / WELL GET DRESSED-- 
SO EMPTY IT HURT! 0 CAN'T SLEEP WITH 

ОРРО5 YOU AROUND! 


FRIENDS WOULD ВЕ NICE, I'LL HOURS OKAY, CONSCIENCE, 
ADMIT! AT LEAST TD NOT НАМЕ се. [YOU WINE 

TO LISTEN TO YOUR YAK-YAK! LATE Rove THEN 
І WONDER IF-- OH, LEMME "nos HILE YOURE 


ALONE? І GOTTA THINK! на MOOD, 


I HAD THAT COMING! 1--ER-I.SORTA WISH YOU'D 
x TO ВАТЕ МЕ TOO (ests ees g BEING Был d 
АООТ -- WHAT I MEAN 15--1--АН, Of, 
ТИКЕ VOU DCOMEIN AMD HELP TORTE ES AH 
GRUB! AND TAKE YOUR. STUFF TOO! PLEASEP 





YoU, CONSCIENCE, DO. ~ 
NOT BOTHER ME THE 


I NEVER FELT SO GOOD! | 
AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT? қ 
LEAST ВІТ! 


Wis CHI. É COMS 
тие Valley! a 


—-AH--ID: BE REAL HAPPY IF-VOU COULD COME HERE ОМ 
CHRISTMAS EVE ORA KIND ОБА PARTY--THERE'S TREE 
TRIMMIN’S AND. STUFF -YOU SEE--I NEVER НАР A CHRIST. 
MAS PARTY--AND 1 THOUGHT--YOU WILL COME? TELL EVERY- 


BODY! WELL! DON'T JUST STAND THERE! GET BUSY 
DELIVERING THAT GRUB 70 THE , 


МЕКИ FOLKS IN THE VALLES 








AND WE'VE GOTOUR ` ы ИЕ” x Never siw 
TOOLS AND BLANKETS SUCH A CHANGE 
THAT WE TRADED! A RCM 


AND THE SAME TO ALL 
YOU! YOU CAN 
THANK HOLLY AND 

JINGLE ANP TINSEL 

FOR HELPING WITH ALL 


WHERE ARE == _ 
WHY, THEY VE 
GONE! 


zat di 


NOT GONE, FOR IF YOU SHOULD PASS А 
Қ. ANTIQUE SHOP AT MIDNIGHT-- 

м AST MIGHT HEAR THE 

“TINY. $ OF THE MUSIC BOX TRIO 
“SINGING, FOR ONE MELVIN MOUSE s<... 





NEXT САМЕ THE НОМЕ 
OF WHITAKER WEASEL” 
TICKER FOR SHORT. 


TARU HOMES FOR THERE WAS ALWAYS 

MUSIC AND LAUGHTER $ xa ONCE MORE WITH" DECK THE HALLS’ 
SHREW, HEAVIER ON THE BASSIA: оле. 
[CHRISTMAS TUNES pO RWO.. 2 





THAT'S BET--STOP THE MUSICISOME 
CRUDE CHARACTER 15 MAKING HER 


Sol САТСА, 
Е KS WT 
oor! ах 4 jo 
s ^» 


MUSI 


[ОБУ ЕЕ HATI IS PUTTING Y РО WE KNOW А 


Р, 
: отв ит 
LEAVE US ROUT. 
| THIS PERSONS 


AN'T YOU м ISKERS 
ARE АР OTE TA THE IE YOU 
ЕАО5 


kai SIR YOU ARE IN- 
IN- 
at DEED IN А PREDICAMENT! 





I SHOULDN'T GNE YE THREE WISHES LIKE 
IT SAYS ТМ SUPPOSED TO IN THE BOOKS, 
EVEN IF Y€ DID DO МЕ А GOOD TURN! 


SEEMS TO ME YOU COULD HAVE | BOGGLES! SURE ро! ROOF NEEDS SOMI 


ЕО YOUR WH! 
THE ICE/MISTER. 


BUGGLES! 


КЕЕ! 
FIXING 4. те NEED РАТСН- 
eph pdf ED WISHES FOR 


THAT'S TWO WISHES 


IN МУ BOOK! STAND. 
BACK? 








THAT'S TWO WISHES! УЕ HAVE ; 5 
ANOTHER! HOW ABOUT YOU, $ WILL RESERVE MY WISH NT т 
50175 ME! 


SNOOTY? YE HAVEN'T WISHED! 
HERG, TAKE THIS WHISTLE: AND 
НО, МЕ? HM! AT THI d 
TIME, MISTER вота, WHEN МЕ FEEL А WISH COMING, 
I PREFER TO REMAIN 
UNWISHFUL! 


”, -- GIMME А TOOT! © 
qu am 
же 






w 









7. o» 

REAL ROOMS ARE, AND IT EATS 

ELEGANT! pue 505 Y UP ALOT ОЕ GUESS ILL HAVE TO 
II 


AMPH! PLACE! Not 
NS m U ID BETTER LOCATE 
SOME FIREWOO! 


THAT NIGHT SHREW FISHED. HE DID NOT 
HEAR GIGGLES, JUST LOUD GUFFAWS... 


THEY f 
V оона arme too! | Будва а AN 
eie a You FIND SG AMUSING? 
, 


hs. 


THOSE- WHA- WHA- THOSE PLOTS: Р 
PRESSED UP FIT FOR А 


I SAY RINGER,OLD THING, WOULD 
YOU CARE TO JOIN МЕ IN А SPOT ОЕ 


DEUCEDLY KIND, 

CHAP BUT PATER 15 

HAVING GUESTS FOR DINNER. 
AND I MUST BE OFF! 





ОН, YOU BAD BAD CREATURES! 
. YOUVE MADE SIR SHREW CRY! 
HOW COULD YOU? H-HAW-HAW- 
HAW! 


“THE OTHER ANIMALS USED TO LAUGH 
WITH US--NOT АТ US: WHEN THEY 
NEEDED FOOD THEY САМЕ TO US-- SO YOU RAN OUT 
Ним! WHY DIDNT І THINK OF OF GRUB,EH? LIVED TOO 
THAT? 111.60 SEE МА FAST EH? GITS 
CHUCKER! 





"THERE WAS MISERY WITH A CAPITAL M 
IN THE BIG HOUSE THAT NIGHT. 


MAYBE SOME 
QUIET MUSIC 
WOULD 


EASE THE 


MUSH AGAIW/ \ YOU KEEP 


IM SOHUNGRY | AWAY FROM 
ME,TICKERT 


OF TUNING, DIZZVI JSOUND S 
ITS AS SOUR LIKE А FOS 
AS YOU ARE! n, HORN! 


SMALL FRIEND 
FF HIS 





WE BICKER AND SNAP АТ 

БАСЫ OTHER! WE'RE HUNGRY 

TOO! WE USED TO BE REAL 

GOOD FRIENDS AND NOW 

NO ONE SEEMS TO GIVE A 
TOOT FOR-- 


NOW, WHERE DIDI PUT THE WHISTLE 

THAT BOGGLES GAVE МЕ? І HADIT--| 
OH, WOE -- AH? IT WAS IN MY VEST, 
РОСКЕТ! 


NOW! A REAL LOUD BLAST TO 
CALL MISTER BOGGLES! 





** AND WE QUARREL TERRIBLY AND NOW WITH 
CHRISTMAS COMING, Т. THOUGHT-— 


YE HAVE A WISH COMIN’! 
WISH AND LET ME GET HOME! 
MY BED'S GETTIN’ COLD! 


YOU АВЕ MOST KIND SIR: 1 WISH 
THINGS WERE JUST LIKE THEY USEO To 
BE AND ALSO THAT WE CAN HAVE AN 
OLD-TIME CHRISTMAS. 

PARTY! 


ОМЕ--ЕМЕМ THOSE WHO 
WERE AASTY TO МЕ ^ 


A FINE THING! YOU MIGHT 
HAVE WAITED TILL DAYLIGHT! 
GETTIN’ A MAN OUTA BED-- 

WELL, LETS HAVE IT! 


PLEASE, MISTER BOGGLES! 
ТАМ VERY BUT 


BUT MISTER BOGGLES,I NEEDA 
c ALIE ANYTHING! 
Ц 
ANYTHING AT ALL! JUST 
LET МЕ GET IN ОСТА 
THIS coLo! 





50 ARE THE ROOFS! AND 
ҮТ WASN'T A DREAM! МОМ) 
LETS CATCH А FISH FOR. 
BREAKFAST AND THEN WELL 
PRACTICE OUR. CHRISTMAS 


lOW'D YOU EVER MANAGE 
іт, SHREW? 


WE РЕЕАМТ 
IT! WHAT A 4 
NIGHTMARE-- 
Hey, MY CLOTHES 
ARE MENDED! 


THEY SURELY SOUND БЕ 
IN THEIR OLD HOUSES. 


WELL, YOU'LL RECALL THAT I 
НАР A WISH THAT I HADN'T 
USED! 501 USED IT! BUT 
THERE'S MORE! 





CHRISTMAS 1 ISTER BOGGLES WAS AS GOOD AS HIS WORD. 
ges SOY evite! р ST ME GĦANDEBT CHRIST: 


WISHED WE COULD 
HAVE AN OLD-TIME CHRIST- 
MAS PARTY AND INVITE 
ALL THE CRICKETY CREEK | | CHRISTMAS CAROLS FURNISHED By Dizzy 
FOLKS! 


TICKER AND SHREW.... AND BEST OF ALL 
THERE WAS GOOD WILL AND CONTENTMENT. 





M li 


Едуин 













--АМО МУ PRESENT 
TO.ALL ОР YOU 15, 
ANOTHER WISH! 









A PLEDGE TO PARENTS 





The Dell Trademark is, and always 
has been, а positive guarantee that 
the comic magazine bearing it eon- 
tains only clean and wholesome 
entertainment. The Dell code elimi» 
nates entirely, rather than regulates, 
objectionable material. That's why 
when your child buys а Dell Comic 
you can be sure it contains only good 
fun. “ELL COMICS ANE соор comics” 
is our only credo and constant кош, 


single Handel's father wanted him to be a lawyer and forbade him 
ге for mankind than this magnificent to meddle with musical eż vi Не permitted none in the 
oratorio. 52. 


ue to pressure from the Duke of Saxe-Weisenfels, 
the boy a genius, the father was persuaded to 
engage a teacher for his son. 





Lewis H. Redner was orgonist and Sunday school superin- 

tendent of the Church of the Holy Trinity in Philadelphia 

in 1868 when its rector, Phillips Brooks, wrote the words to 

"О Little Town of Bethlehem." Brooks asked Redner to set 
them to music. 


"| was aroused from sleep,” 

he reported later, “heoring 

an angel strain whispering 
іп my ear.” 


Redner had little time to consider the hymn. Christ- 


mas was but a few days off. On the Saturday night 
before the song was to be sung for the first time he 
retired with no music written. 


SSUQ 


Seizing a piece of music paper, Lewis Redner jotted 

reble notes of the melody that was ring- 

ing in his head and which had wakened him from 
sleep. 
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The next morning, Sundoy, he filled in the harmony. The 

Sundav school children sang the carol that morning, but 

it was almost 20 years before “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem” found its way into a hymnal. 








са се каны 





ыл 
= тер 




















9—7 FUSE 
SS eun em THE EV-ER-LASTNG 
== 


ааа = 
Tuba 

z Phillips Brooks, who wrote the 
Ө words, was ап outstanding 
clergyman, famed as on orator 
and author, but none of his 
speeches, sermons or writings 
is as well remembered as his 
Christmas carol. "A song," 
wrote Henry Giles, "will outlive 
all sermons in the memory.” 





So Christmas is inevitably os- 
sociated with songs of praise, 
devotion, joy, and exultation. 
We coll them carols, usually. 
The most widely sung of oll is 
“O Come АП Ye Faithful,” or 
"Adeste Fideles." Second most 
popular is "Silent Night, Holy 
Night." 


‘The story goes that St. Francis one Christmas Eve presented a nativity scene 
in the little church in the town of Grecia, near Assisi. Priests and people 


viewed the scene. Friars sang new songs, clari 
‘carnation, 


the meaning of the In- 


“For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord." 
This event, so simply 
chronicled by St. Luke, 
has inspired more cele- 
brative music than any 
other event in the history 
of mankind. 


is considered by many authori- 
jinator of the Christmas carol of 


From this time forth, carol singing found its way into miracle 
(and mystery plays and Nativity celebrations, laying the foun- 
dations for our own interest in Christmas carol singing. 








